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Unemployment Statistics . 
Consumer Price Indices 


SYMBOLS AND TYPES EMPLOYED 


inapplicable or figures not available. 
nil or negligible. 

not yet received. 

provisional. 

* = revised since previous issue. 

A line —— placed between two figures in a column indicates that the figures above and 
below it are not strictly comparable or that a new series begins below the line (see 
footnotes). 

Figures in ilalics : index numbers based on another year than 1953. 


The countries are arranged by continents in alphabetical order. 
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Unemployment 


AFRICA AMERICA 


Southern Union of 
Rhodesia South Africa 


ae 


2s 


6 076 (Jan. 1959) 3 993 (Nov. 1958) 


Persons cov. 
(thousands) 


AMERICA ‘(conel. ) Asta 


United States Chile Puerto Rico 


Vv (B) 


ae 


67 491 (Jan. 1959) 627 (Oct. 1958) 


I. Labour force sample surveys. V. Employment office statistics. 

II. Compulsory unemployment insurance statistics. V (A). Applicants for work registered. 
III, Unemployment relief statistics. Vv (B). Unemployed registered. 
IV. Trade union returns. 


1 Males (non-indigenous). *%Non-indigenous. % 1952: annual average of less than 12 months. 

# Claimants for unemployment insurance benefit : incl. claimants for short-time unemployment benefits ; 

rcentages based on total insured wage and salary earners. 5 Official estimate. 6 Rangoon an 
andalay only. 17 1957-58: new employment offices opened. 


cana 
— 
| | % 
1937 4 510 
1952 234 12 142 .0 4 
1953 233 12 113 9 
1954 143 13 717 
1955 96 12 461 3 Bi 
1956 78 12 739 4 i 
1957 100 15 014 27 5 _: 
1958 18 821 43 
1958: Feb. 175 16 504 1 
Mar. 192 16 392 63 1 ft 
Apr. 158 17 148 55 at 
ay 17 363 38 
June pat 18 535 34 ee 
July 20 052 31 
Aug. 20 045 81 
Sep. irs 20 979 2n mY 
Oct, 20 643 32 ‘ 
Nov. ree 21 238 37 
Dec. 21 015 46 
1959: Jan. 24 745 57 
Feb. eas 57 
Mar. eee oe 
Date Burma®| Ceylon | India 
I | | I V(A) | | 
| | % 
1937 7 700 0005 | | 2 315 | 
1952 3 274 | 100 000 | 15.2 782 | 51 603 | 383 992 act 
1953 2835| 91 000 | 144 566 | 52 649 | 477 575 | 
1954 3 824 | 97 | 15 4 136 | 56513 | 562 319 | 
1955 3776 | 92000 | 143 146 | 67 609 | 647 109 | 
1956 6 244/ 83 000 | 130 311 79 630 | 749 099 | i 
1957 7 444/ 82000 | 120 802 | 94 997 | 816 2R0 | ae 
1958 | 89 000 | 13.9 552 |  |1049 176 
1958: Feb. || 7 967 751 | 050 | 944 980 | 
Mar. || 8 794 | | 725 | 780 | 931 749 | 
Apr. || 9 446| 68000 | 10.5 689 | 666 | 936 263 | Bs 
May || 10 196 616 | 281 | 963 345 | 
June || 10 437 402 326 |1001 573 | 
July || Poi: 86 000 | 13.7 598 | 076 |1083 126 Fi 
Aug. || 495 | 918 |1 128 741 
Sep. 477 | 488 |1153 900 | 
Oct. || --- | 104 000 | 16.6 475 943 |1164 369 | 
Nov. || ins 355 | 104 (1159 031 
Dec. || | 327 | 1183 299 | 
| 
1959: Jan. | 1195 926 | 
Persons cov. Ade 
(thousands) ° ° 


UNEMPLOYMENT (cont.) 


Asia (conel.) 


Japan ? 


® 


1959 : 


1.2 

1.1 

1.5 

1.6 | 

1.5 | 

1.2 

1.3 

1.4 

2.0 

1.3 

1.1 | 

1.3 | 

1.3 

1.3 | 

5 450 | 530 000 1.2 | 
7 455 | 490 0001.1 | 
| 490000 | 1.1 | 
530 000 1.2 | 

670 000 1.6 


| 
| 
| 
| | 
| 


| ~~ Persons cov. 


(thousands) 


|43 320 (Dec. 1958) 


Evurops 
| 

93 088 || 183 651 | 9.0 183 614 | 8.8 
88 504 || 168 827 | 7.9 | 1669296 | 8.1 
103 881 || 120 748 | 5.7 | 116 489 | 5.7 
127 099 || 119 335 | 5.4 91 084 | 4.4 
137 462 || 112 188 | 4.94 77 8A0 87 
136 842 | 123 154 5.3 | 109 747 | 5.2 
138 761 || 212 344 | 9.2 | 116 008 | 5.5 
137 O17 || 192 739 | 8.4 | 110972 | 5.3 
130 040 || 123 625 | 5.4 108 541 | 4.9 
131 148 || 87 422 | 3.8 98 833 | 47 
127 263 || 75 387 | 3.3 96 749 | 4.6 
132 704 || 73478 |31 | 98095 | 4.6 
138 719 || 70 505 | 3.0 96 913 | 4.6 
136 584 || 72556 |3.1 | 99 162 | 4.7 
438 121 | 82 112 | 3.5 104 966 | 5.0 
146 515 || 104 913 | 45 198 862) 6.1 
149 311 || 174 275 | 7.4 151 470 | 7.2 
157 336 || 227 087 | 9.7 169 818 | 81 
159 062 169 174 | 8.0 

543 | 7.0 

| 2 847 (Dec. 1958) | 2 108 (June 1957) 


Date Belgium (conel.) | Denmark _| Finland | France 
116 Iv? | V(B) Ill | V(B) 
7 1 3¢ 
1952 72968 | 3.5 | 81645 | 125] 2 
1953 62 193 | 30 61 018 9.2) 565 
1954 57 826 | 28 54 143 8.0 2 
1955 55 909 | 27 65 939 | 9.7] 18 
1956 53 742 | 26 | 75492 | 11.1 2 
1957 88 950 18 70 948 10.2 5 
1958 71146 8.4 68 446 9.6 
| 1958: Feb. 87974 | 4.2 126 228 | 17.8 9 
Mar. 92602 44 | 114946 16.2) 9 
Apr. 71 352 | 3.4 60 348 85/1 5 
May 67 691 3.2 49 378 7.0| 2 
June 62 271 3.0 | 29 32 4.1 2 
July 51 850 | 2.5 86 127 5.1 1 ¢ 
| Aug. 48 757 | 2.3 29 640 4.2 4353 | i 
} Sep. 53 876 2.6 45 005 6.3 6 5 ¢ 6 § 
| Oct. 63 469 3.0 36 3A2 5.1 11998 | 17.551 | 101 974 
Nov 67 129 3.2 47 518 6.7. 193887 | 21 875 | 117 833 
| Dec 101 209 «4.8 | 124409 | 17.4, 22171 | 28 026 699 
| 1959: Jan. 147 544 70 91 684 | 12.8 | 20520 | 36 885 | 168 772 
Feb. 166 279 | 79 81 903* | 11.4* 19 201 | 44 284 | 178 980 
Mar 89 250 | 4.2 | 44 764 | 161 814 
| Persons cov. | | 
|__ (thousands) 2 108 (June 1957) 698 (1957) | | 


1 Daily average 
the Amami Islands. 


(daily average). 


during the month. 


3 Applicants for work. 
6 1937: voluntary unemployment insurance statistics ; 
6 Daily average of partially and temporarily unemployed. 
among insured members of trade union funds. ® Excl. persons employ 


The roman numerals and other abbreviations used in this table are explained on p. 88. 
21937: official estimate ; Dec. 1953 Mar. 1954: excl. 
4 Beginning 1957: scope of series enlarged. 
beginning 1952: wholly unemployed only 


on public 


work. 


89 
Date Israel | 
1 | 
1937 | 295 443 . 
1952 
1953 1 
1954 1 
1955 4 
1956 
1957 1 
| 1958 
; 1958: Feb. || 1 
Mar. || 
Apr. | 
May | 
June | 
| July | | 
| Aug. | 
£ | | | 
Nov. 
Dec. | 
Jan. 
Mar. | erie 
| 
4 


UNEMPLOYMENT (cont. ) 


Evurops (cont.) 


Germany (Fed. Rep.) 


o 


-, 


| 
| 
| 


to 


| 


| 19 691 ome. 1958) | 461 dicstaas 1960), 


( thousands) 


Europe (cont.) 


| bourg Netherlands 


| 
| 


- 
oo 
oun 


S 


DU 


1 014 (1957) 


(thousands) _ 19 490 (1951) - | 8 800 (1957) 


The roman numerals and other abbreviations used in this table are explained on p. 88. 


1 Excl. Saar. 2 Excl. agriculture, fishing and private domestic service ; incl. partially 
cnn. 8 Beginning Jan. 1953 : scope of data enla due to application of Social Welfare 
Act, 195 4 Percentages based on the economically active population. 1937: 1936 pevsiaiee 
census ; ——- 1952: 1951 population census. © Daily average, during the month. Excl. 
persons ne pm on public relief work. 7 Applicants for work. ® Beginning Feb. 1954: excl. 
unemployed farmers owning more than 20,000 sq. m. of land. 


90 
Date | Ireland | ti 
| | | | 
1937 , : 81 760 
1952 1 379 203 60 688 
1953 1 258 597 70 5628 t 
; 1954 1 220 607 62 436 ; 
1955 928 308 55 223 4 
1956 761 412 61 418 
1957 662 337 69 686 
1958 683 117 65 232 : 
; 1958: Feb. 1 324 936 84 959 
Mar. 1 108 231 79 468 ¥ 
Apr. 589 682 75 084 Rt 
May 469 917 67 117 
June 401 328 60 993 
July 356 139 50 407 
Aug. 332 609 50 097 aah 
Sep. 327 560 47 812 
Oct. 356 750 51 803 
Nov. 426 185 | 64 459 sey 
Dec. 931 131 65 918 
1959: Jan. 1343507 48619 83 172 
Feb. 1 107 088* ’ 47 103 | 81 233 
Mar. 587 898* 28 43 874 | 75259 | ay 
Date Italy | Norway | Spain 
——-| 
__ ve | 
1937 874 000 | ; oF 
| 1952 1 849 680 106 544 , 
1953 1 946 533 | 107 178 ; 
1954 1 958 680 | 122 603 : 
1955 1 913 414 | 39 41 407 | 112 109 ; 
1956 1 937 471 | 43 | 30 326 | 105 887 te 
| 1957 1 756 640 | | 11 | 41 359 | 91 141 | 4h 
1958 1 755 002 | | 29 | 81 472 vee $u 
| } 
1958: Feb. || 1 926 287 | | 148 = -107 918 | 93 373 fe 
Mar. || 1 890 880 | 69 | 97 724 | 91 076 
Apr. || 1 832 206 | | 5 | 82473 | 86 423 
4 May || 1 700 605 | | 4 69 501 | 95 778 
June || 1 633 375 | 4 | 63 724 68 410 
July || 1 627 219 | 13 | 70 045 69 731 
Aug. || 1 610 067 | | 7 | 66 195 73 787 
Sep. || 1 594 819 | | 2 | 61 914 75 158 
Oct. || 1 651 994 | 4 66 422 | ‘oe me 
. Nov. || 1 739 994 | 17 75 324 | ae 1 
Dec. || 1 905 674 | 21 | 105 291 | ioe : 
1959: Jan. || 1 988 292 1 ... | 113 600 
Feb. | 104 400 | 
Mar. | 71 400 | 


UNEMPLOYMENT (concl.) 


Date __Swedent _| Switzerland | _United Kingdom® 
| | | | % 
1987 67 10.8 | 57 949 1 924.027 | 8.5 | 205 063 | 1.5 
| 1952 21675 2.3 | 53814 | 368 [1.7 94100 | 0.4 
1953 27189 | 2.8 | 4 995 | 356 300 | 1.7 23 700 | 0.1 
1954 25 432 | 2.6 | 4 829 900 | 1.4 | 14900 | 0.1 
1955 24490 | 2:5 | 2713 | 249500 | 1.1 | 21 000 | 0.1 
1956 19120, 1.5 3038 | 258300 | 1.2 | 28800 | 0.1 
1957 23 472 | 1.9 2047 | 3827100 | 1.5 | 20100 | 0.1 
1958 31 693"| 2.5 | 3373 | 450 500 | 2.0 | 50 400 | 0.2 
| 1958: Feb. 45 900 | 3.6 | 6026 | 437636 | 1.9 | 34982 | 0.2 
Mar. 45578 | 3.6 | 3 505 442 316 | 2.0 | 41577 | 0.2 
Apr. 47.877. 3.8 | 2 208 454 227 | 2.0 40 748 | 0.2 
May 33 699 | 2.6 | 1716 | 433712 | 1.9 64 105 | 0.3 
| June 17001 | 1.3 | 1588 | 405 887 | 1.8 | 67083 | 0.3 
July 12 979 1.0 1 140 399 090 | 1.8 51 161 0.2 
| ‘Aug. 16714 | 1.3 | 1723 | 439365 | 20 | 45 353 | 0.2 
Sep. 17717 | 1.4 | 1910 | 452145 | 2.0 | 62 589 | 0.3 
Oct. 22.356 | 1.7 | 2412 | 487302 | 2.2 64 503 | 0.3 
Nov. 30 304 2.4 | 3 032 520 496 2.3 55 008 0.8 
| Dec. 42 151"| 6 124 | 518 233 | 2.8 | 53 235 | 0.8 
1959: Jan. 55 872" | 4.3 9 593 111 | 2.7 | 73398 | 0.8 
Feb. 44 807% | 3.40) 119 | 591193 | 2.7 | 61614 | 0.3 
| ee oe eee eee 
(thousands) 1 273 (Dee. 1957) | 1 659 (1950) 22 826 (June 1957) 
| Europe (conel.) Oceania 
Date Yugoslavia Australia Hawaii New Zealand | 
| % 
1937 
1952 718 2.4 16 601 8 422 4.4 
53 81 610 4.0 24 268 9542 | 4.9 
1954 76 215 3.3 6 524 11 759 6.0 
1955 67 233 2.7 2 861 9 924 5.0 
1956 99 338 3.9 052 8 907 4.4 
1957 115 904 4.3 17 775 7 733 3.7 
1958 mae 26 834 75 3.7 
1958: Feb. 157 949 27 163 4.1 
ar. 160 978 5.8 24 485 4.2 
Apr 144 453 5.1 26 811 8 4.1 
May 117 526 27 282 7 3.7 
June 101 793 29 418 10 5.1 
July 100 534 29 915 7 3.4 
Aug 104 089 28 278 6 3.1 
Sep. 111 766 aa 26 6 3.2 
| Oct. 119 908 iw 24 037 6 3.1 
Nov. 138 688 are 22 302 6 3.1 
Dec 27 565 6 3.2 
6 3.2 
6 3.1 
(thousands) 2 428 (Dec. 1954) | : | 218 (Feb. 1959) 


The roman numerals and other abbreviations used in this table are explained on p. 88. 


1 1937 : excl. agricultural workers ; Nov. 1952-55 : excl. commercial workers ; 1953-55 : averages 
of Feb., Apr., June, Aug., Oct. and Dec. 2? 1937-55 : statistics of type IV; beginning 1956: 
unemployment among members of unemployment insurance funds. % 1937 : the statistics refer to 
persons insured under the Unemployment Insurance Acts ; beginning 1952 they relate to all 
registered unemployed, and the | gene a = om are based on the estimated total number of w and 
salary earners - 15 years and over insured under the National Insurance Scheme. ¢ Wholly 
unemployed. 5 Persons temporarily laid off. 
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Consumer Price Indices 


AFRICA 


Country 


Madagascar 4 


Northern 


Morocco ® | Rhodesia 


Town or number 
of localities 


Tananarive 


Casablanca 


Country 


Town or num- 
ber of localities 


| 


Southern 
Rhodesia 11, 


Sudan 12 


Arrica (concl.) 


Tunisia South 


Tunis 9 


Union of 
Africa 16 


SD 


AMERICA 


Canada United 


1 Oct.-Dec. 
Aug. 1939. 
Moroccans. 
10 Aug. 1939. 
government houses. 
16 Excl. clothing and rent. 
18 1937-52 : 34-56 localities. 


7 1939. 
11 Index 


8 Index 
for Europea 

18 1938. 
16 Index for white population. 
19 Revised series ; former series linked to revised series. 


ns. 


4 Index for oly age salaried employees. 
or non-indigenous 


2 Beginning Aug. 1957 : new series, linked to former series. 


opulation. 


6 Excl. rent. 


3 June- 
6 Index for 
® Excl. “ miscellaneous ”. 
12 Index for low-salaried officials living in 
14 New series ; former series linked to new series. 
17 Incl. direct taxes. 


Algeria (u.a.R.) 
1937 848 87 | 5610 
1952 1011 107 92 9 97 Pe 
1953 100 100 100 100 100 
1954 101 96 9 6103 
1955 101 96 104 102 | 107 zit 
1956 104 98 104 109 lll | 
1957 1068 102 =| us 
1958 119 102 | 
1958: Feb. 115 | 
Mar. 118 12 | | 
Apr. 118 103 = 
May 118 102 | 
June 119 102 | 
July 120 102 | 
Aug. 119 102 yy 
Sep. 120 102 Be 
Oct. 121 102 | At 
Nov. 122 102 
| 1959: Jan. 127 
Feb. 128 
| Mar. | 
— 
| 
| 6 | 17 
1937 413 | 50 55 54 
1952 97 | 102% | | 97 3 
1953 1006 100 100 10019 
1954 100 | 108 | 101 102 101 100 | 
1955 101 110 105 101 100 
1956 10 | 106 109 107. 102 102 
1957 108 107 | 110 106 105 
1958: Feb. 1130 | 122 | 107 107, | 
Mar. 13 | 122 108 108 
Apr. | | 119 | 108 108 | 
May 118 | 108 108 
June 117 | 108 108 y 
July 117 | 108 108 
Aug. 118 108 108 
Sep. 118 | 109 (108 
Oct. 119 109 
Nov. 121 | 109 108 : 
Dec. een 109 108 
1959: Jan. | 109 108 


CONSUMER PRICE INDICES (cont.) 


Amenica (cont.) 


Country iti 
Barbados Brazil 5 


Bridgetown | Séo Paulo 


Country 


Colombia Dominican 


Republic 


Town or num- ’ 
ber of localities Santiago | Havana 


Ciudad 
Trujillo 


1 June-Dec. 2 Revised series, linked to former series. %1939. 4 New series ; 
former series linked to new series. © Urban areas ; 1937-56; Georgetown only. 6 Mar.- 
Dec. 1938. 7 New series (base 1956=100) replacing former series. 8 Sep. 19: 9. ®° New 
series, linked to former series. 1° Sep.-Dec. 


93 
- 
| | 2 | Belize 
15 376 398 } 
1952 96 ‘ 824 100 104 
1953 100 100: | 100 100 100 
1954 104 9 103 99 
: 1955 117 101 142 106 100 : 
1957 165 1048 | 206 100 
mt 1958 217 107 | 237 102 | 101 ; 
a 1958: Feb. 180 | 105 =| 220 102 100 
Mar. 188 | 102 (108 
BS Apr. 191 106 229 102 102 
May 203 107 231 10g | 108 
oe June 212 106 232 102 103 ; 
4 July 220 107 237 102 103 
se | Aug. 230 108 238 102 102 
Sep. 235 108 2488 102 101 
Oct. 242 107, | 102 99 
Nov. 254 10660} 265 103 97 
Dee. 275 =| 107) | (265 104 96 
4 1959: Jan. 324 107 ama 104 98 
Feb. 107 | 104 
| Mar. 107 104 
| | 
| 
| | 
| 
1952 80 | 93 | 101 
1953 100 100 100 100 100 
1954 1722 | 109 103 9710 | 98 
1955 302 1099 106 98 
1956 471 | 16 | 107 97 99 
ae 1957 (627 | 133 110 97 104 
1958 53 us| won 102¢ 
1958: Feb. 678 113 100 105 | 
j Mar. 697 148 112 100 98 
Apr. 716 | 154 113 102 | 104 
May 736 156 | ol | 102 
: June 746 157 100 | 102 m 
| July 754 154 ose 102 
Aug. 773 153 102 
Sep. 721 | 154 | 100 
Oct. 809 156 oes 100 
Nov. 830 | 156 99 
Dec. 843 156 100 
1959: Jan. 871 161 ibe jae 
Feb. 910 161 
Mar. eee sos 


CONSUMER PRICE INDICES (cont.) 


America (cont.) 


Country | 
Guatemala Honduras Jamaica 


Tegucigalpa Kingston 


Town or num- 
ber of localities 


| El 
Ecuador | Salvador 


San 
Quito Salvador 


America (cont.) 


Country Neth. | | 
Mexico Antilles |? icaragua Panama Paraguay 


Panama | Asuncié6n 


| 
| ‘Town or nuin- Mexico | | 
| Curagao City 


ber of localities City 


1 New series, linked to former series. 2 New series (base June 1954=100) replacing 
former series. % Aug. 1939. # Excl rent and “ miscellaneous”. 5 Incl. direct taxes. 
6 Average of less than 12 months. 71937-May 1955: index of retail food prices, incl. 
coal, firewood and soap. ® June-Dec.: new index of consumer prices, replacing former series. 


® Dec. 1938. 


94 
| 
Guatemala 
City 
1937 40 | | 51 313 + 
1952 99 94 100 
1953 100 100 100 1000S 
1954 1040 | 104 103 1060 98 
1955 106 1052 105 115 100 ig 
1956 107 106 111 100! 
1957 1021 102 104 108 103 1 
: 1958 : Feb. 105 108 | 102 107 106 | Be 
May 103 106 | 113 108 
June 103 106 108 113 110 5 eae 
July 103 108 109 #114 110 
Oct. 109 106 112 110 | 
Nov. ne: 108 105 111 | 110 
| ru 
Lima | 
1952 102 | ~=1006 89 101 59 92 i" 
1954 105 99 108 99 120 | 105 
1955 122 1036 | 1088 99 4s | (110) 
1956 128 1056 100 99 180 | 116 he 
1957 135 108 97 99 209 125 ae 
1958 150 109 101 99 222 
| 1958: Feb. 149 108 98 , 222 131 Ae 
Mar. 149 108 98 88 228 | 132 
Apr. 148 109 100 ‘. 219 133 : 
May 149 109 103 ; 212 | 133 i: 
June 149 109 106 99 219 | 185 
July 151 109 108 : 221 136 12 
‘Aug. 151 109 104 ; 221 138 ot 
Sep. 151 | 109 101 99 223 138 
Oct. 151 109 102 222 137 
Nov. 154 109 103 225 | 139 | 
Dec. 155 109 98 99 226 | 139 
1959: Jan. 155 98 


CONSUMER PRICE INDICES (cont.) 95 


America (concl.) 

| Uruguay Venezuela 


Town or num- 
ber of localities Montevideo 


Country 


Burma Cambodia Ceylon 


(Taiwan) 
ber of localities || Rangoon Pnom-Penh Colombo Taipeh 


1 Food, soap and coal only. 241938. 8% Excl. rent. 4 New series ; former series 
linked to new series. 6 Excl. fuel and light. © Aug.-Dec. 1939. 7 Index for middle- 
class public servants. * Beginning Apr. 1957 ; new series, linked to former series. 


4 
| | | | 518 
1937 
| 1953 100 100 | 100 
| 1954 103 100 101 112 102 
ue 1955 102 104 106 122 100 
| 1956 108 107 107 130 99 
a 1957 107 | 109 109 149 97 
pect 1958: Feb. 109 109 113 164 | 99 
4 Mar. 109 109 112 | 166 95 
Apr. 109 109 | 97 
May 110 111 | | 98 
July 15 | 175 98 
Aug. | 116 174 =| 
Sep. 110 115 | 180 110 
a Nov. 111 119 114 188 vee 
Dec. 111 | 
A 1959: Jan. 115 114 | 
Feb. oes 115 116 | 
Mar. ees 117 | owe 
| 
ASIA 
| China? | 
yprus 
| 
4 
| | | 6 | | 
1937 273 386 
| 1952 1034 78 984 84 96 
‘ 1953 100 100 100 100 100 : 
! 1954 96 108 100 102 104 
oy | 1955 98 121 99 112 110 
1956 127 99 123 119 
1957 | 119 127 101 133 1278 
1958 103 134 133 
| 1958: Feb. || 109 130 104 137 132 
Mar. 108 131 103 135 13] 
4 Apr. 111 129 1038 133 133 
May 117 133 104 135 133 
June || 120 137 103 132 132 
July 126 138 102 131 131 
Aug. 125 139 103 135 132 
Sep. || 122 142 103 137 135 
; Oct. 118 143 105 137 134 : 
Nov. 111 139 104 135 133 
Dee. 102 103 135 132 
| 1959: Jan. 96 103 136 


Town or num- 
ber of localities 


Country 


— 
Town or num- 
ber of localities 


1 Index for clerical and skilled technical workers. 
market retail prices of 19 foodstuffs. 
7 Aug. 1939: incl. direct taxes. 
9 1952-54 : excl. rent. 


6 1939. 


CONSUMER PRICE INDICES (cont.) 


Asia (cont.) 


Indonesia 


Djakarta 


27 | Bombay Delhi 
| 


As 


Korea 


Israel (South) 


Iraq 
| 


Baghdad | | Seoul 


2 Excl. rent. 
4 July 1938. 5 Index for unskilled labourers. 

8 New series ; former series linked to new series. 
10 Index for Laotians, middle class. 


3 Index of free- 


; India 
| 
1937 29 44 
1953 1000 100 100 100 100 
1954 | | 99 9 | 106 
1955 9 | 90 93 93 88 141 | 
1956 97. 99 97 | 103 95 161 
1957 98 | 104 | 102 107, 177 
1958 9 | 109 109 107, 258 WV 
1958: Feb. 97 104 | 105 102 
Mar. % | 103 105 | 108 | 106 275 
May 95 106 =| 107 102 107 221 
June 9 | 109 #=%| 100 104 108 229 
July 95 112 | 112 242 
Aug. 6 | i113 273 
Oct. 99 1160 | 112 | «116 284 
1959: Jan. 103 107* | 109 115 | 103 ame 
(cont.) “Ae 
| Vientiane | 
| | | | | 
1952 94 115 738 | 94 66 
1953 | 100 100 10000 
1955 | 122 lu! 119 1058 | 2318 | 125 
1956 } 180 | 107 127 | 106 | 141 
1957 | 139 113 135 109 
1958 140 109 139 108 
1958: Feb. | 139 112 137 108 332 | 171 
Mar. 139 110 137, | 107 328 | 174 
Apr. | 137 111 139 108 337 | 182 = 
May 139 111 141 108 345 | 181 Ms 
June 139 112 136 109 344 «182 
July 139 111 140 108 342 | 195 . 
Aug. 140 104 140 109 341 211 . 
| Sep. 139 105 141 109 348 216 
Oct. || 14] 105 141 | 110 
| Nov. 144 106 141 109 
Dec. | 147 111 141 109 334 | oe 4: 
| | 
| 1959: Jan. || 150 cas 141 109 339 ad : 


CONSUMER PRICE INDICES (cont.) 97 


Asta (cont.) 
Country 
Malaya 
Lebanon! (Federation of) | Pakistan Philippines 
Town or num- . Kuala Lumpur . | Narayan- . 


2 7 
1937 ee |. 


Asta (conel.) Europe 


| pore | an) | nd | Viet-Nam Austria Belgium 
Town or num- Damascus | Bangkok | Saigon Vienna | 62 


ber of localities 


1958: Feb. 93 117 121 130 113 108 
ar. 92 113 120 27 113 108 
Apr 92 106 126 127 112 ws | 
May 92 104 128 1 112 108 
June 91 106 130 128 115 109 
July 91 107 128 130 | 115 108 
Aug 91 103 134 133 114 108 
Sep 91 107 124 134 115 108 
Oct 91 106 12 132 115 108 
Nov 92 110 118° 131} 15 108 
Dec 92 114 120 131 |} 15 109 

1959: Jan. 117 133 «|| «6115 | 
Feb. 119 _ | 115 109 


| 
| 
1 Index for salaried employees. 2? Incl. direct taxes. % June-Aug. 1939. 4 Jan.-Apr., 
Oct.-Dec. 5 Index for Chinese labourers. ® Index for Malay labourers. 7 Excl. rent. § New 
series; former series linked to new series. ® Index for Asian labourers. 1° 1939. 11 Food, 
soap, kerosene and cigarettes only. 121938. 18 Average of less than 12 months. 14 Index 
for clerical workers and civil servants. 15 Apr. 1938-Mar. 1939. 16 Mar. 1938. 


| 1952 107 103 «| 90 101 | «1078 
1954 | | 8 | o | 
| 1956 102 | 2 | 2 | 7 | 99 96 
1958: Feb. 14 | 97 | | | 106 105 
Mar. 114 97 | | 110 | 106 103 
Apr. 115} | | 104 102 
| May ill =| 108 102 
June | | | He | 108 104 
July 9 | 94 | 4114 109 103 
Aug. 94 93 103 
Sep. 9% | 93 14 104 
| Oct. 113 4 | 93 | 07 | we 104 
Nov. 114 ‘nd 1038 106 102 
| | | 
| 1959: Jan. 117 | | | 100 | 105 102 
| 
| 
1937 2910 | 1812 615 | 1516 | ye 
1952 90 79 101 100 
1953 100 100 10 | 100 100 1008 
; 1954 93 92 | 100 113 103 ry 
1955 91 91 105 | 124 105 | 
| 1956 92 10413 | 105 | 104 
1957 | 114 118 12 (107 
| 1958 92 | 109 | 124 | 180 114. | 108 | 
| 


CONSUMER PRICE INDICES (cont.) 


Eunops (cont.) 


| i | | Germany 

| Denmark Finland France (Fed. many Greece 
slovakia 

Town or num- } | 

ber of localities {| 200 1-33 


Europe (cont.) 


Netherlands| 


ber of localities || Reykjavik 118 9211 | 2113 


1958: Feb. 
Mar. 
Apr. 
May 
June 
July 
Aug. 
Sep. 
Oct. 
Nov. 
Dec. 


1959: Jan 
Feb. 
Mar. 


_— 


1 June. 2 Incl. direct taxes. % New series, linked to former series. 4 1938. 
5 Revised series, linked to former series. 6 Excl. Saar ; consumers’ group with monthly 
consumption expenditure in 1950 of approx. 300 marks. 71939. 8 New series ; former 
series linked to new series. 9% Interim index, excl. “ miscellaneous ” ; former series linked 
to interim index. 10 New series ; former interim index linked to new series. 11 1937-52: 
61 towns of over 50,000 inhabitants. 12 Excl. rent. 18 1937: six localities. 14 New 
series, replacing former series. 16 1937: 3-31 localities. 16 Revised series ; former 
series linked to revised series. 


: 
98 
1937 48 44 594 0.3 | 
1952 100 101 | 102 | 92 
1953 1001 100 100 100 
1954 89 101 «100 100 | 100 | #4115 | 
1955 86 107 97 101 | 122 
1956 84 113 108 103 105 | 
1957 s 616 120 1065 
1958 83* 117 1278 122 110 | 131 al 
Mar. | 196 | 120 110 | 130) | 
May | 128 121 
| June 128 | 122 
Sep. 128 | 123 109 | 
Oct. 83¢ 118 128 124 109 | 181 
Nov. 128 123 110 
Dec. 128 124 ho | 132 | 
| 
| 1959: Jan. 83* 119 128 127 110 
Feb. 128 128 
| 
| 
| 3-53 16 
1937 24 382 45 
1952 1008 9° | 98 | 1008 10014 
1953 100 10010 1003 | = 100 100 10016 ae 
1954 101 =| 100 103 104 104 
1955 105 | 1038 105 101 106 105 
1956 116 (107 109 101 108 109 
1957 121 112 110 114 112 
1958 128 117 113 107 117 118 : 
‘ 122 115 107 117 114 ; 
122 | 106 118 114 
122 106 118 117 
122 117 106 116 117 
123 g 107 118 118 5 
127 : 107 116 119 : 
129 117 107 115 119 Ste 
130 108 115 120 
138 | 107 117 119 
| 139 117 | 107 117 119 
| 140 : | 107 116 120 
| 135 107 115 121 
| 131 118 | | | 107 116 121 


CONSUMER PRICE INDICES (concl.) 


Country | 
Spain Sweden Turkey 


Town or num- } 
ber of localities 33-122 


| Istanbul 


OCEANIA 


Country pars 
| Yugoslavia iji Hawaii 


Town or num- s Honolulu 23 
~ 


| ber of localities 


| 
| 
| 


| 
| 


1 July-Dec. 1939. % Number of areas; 1937-June 1954: 60 localities. * July-Dec. ; 
new series, linked to former series. 41937: excl. “ miscellaneous ”. 5 New series ; 
former series linked to new series. 61938. 7 New series, linked to former series. 
® 1952-53 : 51 localities. ® Index for Indian workers. 1° Aug. 1939. 


99 
| Evurops (cont.) 
| | 4 
| 1937 | | 271 | 49 | 59 266 
a 1952 71 99 | 9 | 99 | 1018 97 
1953 1000 100 100 100 100 | 100 
1954 | | | 1018 101 =| 110 
1 1955 91 99 | 105 | 104 102 
1956 | 102 | | 103 136 
‘ 1957 9 | 104 | 193 113 105 | 152 
1958: Feb. 1066 (160 
Mar. | 106 | 186 | 106 
Apr. 106 | (161 
May | 206 | 189 | 107 
July |. | «119 (107 167* 
ep. eee | 
q Nov. 108 188¢ 
Dec. | 119 | 108 ion 
| eee | 
| 1959: Jan. | 119 | 197 
Pr | 
| | 
| | 
3 | land | 
| 
1953 100 100 100 100 100 100 
| 1954 102 | 98 101 105 | | 105 
1955 | 104 105 | | «(1078 | 
1956 1127 117 110 104 
1957 116 | 108 18 | 
1958 119° | | 108 | 12 | us | 
| 1958: Feb. 118 | 126 
Apr. 120 129 2 oe | | 
May 120 128 115 | 116 
June 121 | 127 | 
Aug. 119 | 120 115 | 
Sep. 119 | 
Oct. 120 | 128 
Nov. 120 | 123 116 122 | 
Dec. 121 125 ; | 1138 
| | 
1959 Jan. 121 197 109 


PUBLICATIONS OF THE INTERNATIONAL LABOUR OFFICE 


Minimum Wages in 
Latin America 


Studies and Reports, New Series, No. 34 


The need for fixing minimum wages in Latin American countries 
is very great because the incomes of a large proportion of the popu- 
lation are too low to allow the worker to supply himself and his 
family with the indispensable necessities of life such as food, clothing 
and housing. At the same time it is evident that the South American 
countries are becoming increasingly aware of the importance of fixing 
minimum wages, and indeed legislation has been passed in nearly 
every country. In many cases, however, the systems in force are not 
adequate and there is frequently a considerable gap between the law 
as it has been laid down and what is done in practice. 


The first part of the volume, which is devoted to a comparative 
analysis of systems of wage regulation in Latin American countries, 
mentions the international standards or principles relating to mini- 
mum wages, and applicable to the American countries, which have 
been laid down by the General Conference and the American 
regional conferences of the International Labour Organisation ; 
summarises the legislative record of each country with regard to the 
introduction of the minimum wage principle ; discusses the scope of 
the legislation and the different systems of wage-fixing machinery 
and wage-fixing procedure in existence in Latin American countries 
and outlines the reasons for the discrepancies between the legislation 
enacted and the benefits actually obtained by the workers : defects 
in legislation, limited experience, and national circumstances which 
make it especially difficult to implement the legal provisions. 


The second part contains a series of short studies on the systems 
in force in the various individual countries. Each of these studies 
contains a description of the recent development and present state 
of minimum wage legislation in the country concerned. Wherever 
the information available has permitted, this description is supple- 
mented by an account of the actual application of the system. 


184 pages, including index Price : $1 ; 6s. 
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PUBLICATIONS OF THE INTERNATIONAL LABOUR OFFICE 


Problems of Wage Policy 
in Asian Countries 


Studies and Reports, New Series, No. 43 


Based on a report prepared by the International Labour Office 
for an Asian Regional Conference of the I.L.O., this study 
examines the various problems which call for consideration in 
choosing a comprehensive wage policy suitable for the needs and 
conditions of Asian countries, indicates what steps it would be well 
to take for the enforcement of minimum-wage regulations, suggests 
improvements in the systems of payment and sets out certain 
measures, such as the effective utilisation of surplus labour and the 
rapid spreading of improved techniques requiring little additional 
capital, which should be taken so that the supply of essential con- 
sumers’ goods, the level of workers’ real wages and the level of 
living standards can rise at a satisfactory rate, even in the early 
stages of accelerated economic development. 


CONTENTS 


The General Problem of Income in Asia. 

The Objectives of Wage Policy. 

Existing Systems of Wage Regulation. 

Problems of Minimum Wage Policy. 
CHAPTER V- Wage Policy and Economic Development. 
CHaPTeR VI Conclusions. 


141 pages, including index Price : $1.25 ; 7s. 6d. 
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PUBLICATIONS OF THE INTERNATIONAL LABOUR OFFICE 


International Comparisons 
of Real Wages 


A Study of Methods 
Studies and Reports, New Series, No. 45 


This study is concerned with the methods whereby the different 
types of data relating to money wages, consumer prices and patterns 
of wage earners’ consumption can be combined to yield a measure- 
ment of real wages—i.e. of the purchasing power of money wages in 
terms of the goods and services which wage earners consume. Based on 
a report presented to the Eighth International Conference of Labour 
Statisticians, the study has been revised and expanded and includes 
a completely new section, describing recent inquiries into real wages 
and real national products ; these, apart from their theoretical and 
methodological interest, provide illustrations of the practical prob- 
lems encountered in international comparisons. 


CONTENTS 


Earlier Research into the Comparison of Real Wages. 
Work of the International Labour Organisation—Other Studies. 


Cuarter II_ Basic Concepts. 
Some Misconceptions and Deficiencies—The Distinction between 
Real Wages and Levels of Living—The Distinction between Real 
Wages and Labour Cost—The Wage Element in Real Wages— 
Prices and the Purchasing Power of Money Wages—Comparability 
of Socio-economic Structures—Summary. 


Cuaprer III A Theoretically Desirable Formula. 
A Theoretically Desirable Money Wage Ratio—A Theoretically 


Desirable Consumer Price Ratio—The Real Wage Ratio and Its 
Significance. 


CuapTerR IV Practical Considerations in the International Comparison of Real 
Wages. 
The Simplest Case-Time Comparisons within Countries—Wage 
Data for Place-to-Place Comparisons—Economic and Geographic 
Scope of Wage Data—Price Data—Summary and Conclusions. 


Practical Comparisons of Real Wages between Countries. 
Cost of Living and Real Wages in the Northern Countries of 
Europe—Study of the Organisation for European Economic Co- 
operation—Real Wages in the European Coal and Steel Community 
—Measuring Living Costs in Communities with Differing Charac- 
teristics—General Conclusions regarding Recent Studies. 


Price: $1; 6s. 
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